
 

 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY MEETING 

PUBLIC SAFETY MINUTES FOR WEDNESDAY, December 5, 2017 
  

Present: 

Marte Sauerbrey Legislative Chairwoman – In at 2:47pm 

Dennis Mullen   Public Safety Chairman 

Ed Hollenbeck Legislator 

Dale Weston Legislator 

Bill Standinger Legislator  
 

Joy Bennett  Probation Director 

Gary Howard Sheriff’s Office 

Mike Simmons Director of Emergency Management Office 

Bob Williams  Deputy Director EMO 

Frank Okrasinski  Fire Coordinator 

Stu Bennett  County Coroner 

 

Absent:   

None.  

 

Guests: 

None. 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

Motion to approve minutes from the November 7, 2017 meeting made by Ed 

Hollenbeck and seconded by Bill Standinger.  All in favor.  So carried. 

 

PROBATION: 
Joy Bennett, Probation Director, presented the following information to the committee.   

Reports are attached. 

 

Budget Status:  

We’ll be putting a computer and printer in Waverly satellite office in which Doug Camin 

had reviewed and approved it.  Doug will be putting in locking cords so people can 

access their information in Waverly as they would here in Owego. 

 

ATI PROGRAMS: 

 PRE-TRIAL RELEASE: Two of the inmates that were arrested during Operation 

Unwise that are out on RUS tested positive for opiates.  The judge kept one 

defendant on RUS and the other one remanded.   

 

Personnel: See Attachment 

 

Resolutions:  

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE TIOGA CO. PROBATION DEPT. & 

THE FAMILY AND CHRILDREN’S SOCIETY TO PROVIDE ADULT & JUVENILE SEXUAL 

OFFENDER TREATMENT SERVICES.  It’s for the same amount and for the same number 

of slots; same as last year. 
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BUREAU of FIRE:    
Frank Okrasinski, Fire Coordinator, presented the following information to the 

committee.  Reports are attached.   

 

Budget Status:  

 

Resolutions:  

Nothing to report 

 

Meetings: 
 EMS classes have begun and will be coming to end in about two weeks.  Spring 

classes will be coming up after. 

 
Special Team Activities:  

 

 Fire Investigations: The end of the month had 2 vehicle fires; one was set on fire 

following a domestic and the other was due to the age of the vehicle. 

 

 Report on Fire Investigation Van: New van is still getting worked on.   

 

Other Activities: 

Frank did a report on what the Fire Investigation Team did all year.  The big thing in 

there is about the curriculum and the certifications that will require additional 

education, testing and ongoing training.  In 2020, you have to be a Level II Investigator 

and take the national ProBoard exam.  Two are already ProBoard certified and two 

more are scheduled to go next spring to the class.   

 

Succession and Attrition Planning: We started the trainee program.  Those guys are 

working out.   

 

Juvenile Fire Setter: - We’ve been working with DSS and talking to kids about starting 

fires.   

 

Industry View:   Tioga County is viewed as a “One Investigator” County by the Insurance 

Industry.  The insurance industry will send down one investigator to review the finding 

and results of fires but will typically will take the one paper that is written up by our TCFIT 

and use that.    

 

 

CORONER’S OFFICE:   
Stu Bennett presented the following information to the committee.  There were no 

reports. 

 The number of cases for the year is going to be over 85.  The budget is in line.  

Autopsy went a little higher this year.   

 Resolution: An increase of pay for autopsy cases from $150 to $200 due to the 

number of hours spent on those cases is exceeding.   
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SHERIFF: 
Sheriff Howard presented the following information to the committee.  Reports are 

attached. 

 

Personnel Issues: 

 Corrections Division: The Commission of Corrections spent three days in our jail 

doing another cycle evaluation going through records and procedures.  He 

found no deficiencies.   

 Road Patrol: There are no basic academies until spring 2018. 

 E911 Emergency Communications Center: no civil service list at this time. 

 

Labor Issues: See Attached. 

 

Litigation Issues: See Attached. 

 

Budget: See Attached. 

 

Current Projects: See Attached. 

 

Miscellaneous: See Attached. 

 

Resolutions: 

1. APPOINT FREEDOM OF INFORMATION OFFICER 

2. TRANSFER OF FUNDS WITHIN THE JAIL BUDGET 

3. HOME RELIEF REQUEST FOR AMENDMENT OF NYS CORRECTIONS LAW 500-C TO 

AUTHORIZE THE TIOGA COUNTY CORRECTIONAL FACILITY TO HOLD PERSONS 

UNDER ARREST FOR ARRAIGNMENT IN ANY COURT LOCATED IN TIOGA COUNTY:   

We’re looking to change our intake area to detain persons arrested prior to 

arraignment.  Currently we cannot take anyone in that area unless they’re 

committed to jail.  Speaking to Peter DeWind, it will probably take the whole year 

of 2018 for this to take effect.  We wanted to get it started now and maybe we’ll 

get it passed next fall.  Twenty-two other counties currently have this same 

procedure where they will have to change the law.  Broome County is one. 

 

 

OFFICE of EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

Mike Simmons, OEM Director, presented the following information to the committee.  

Reports are attached. 

 

Budget: 

On Target.   

 

Monthly Activity: 

1. Meetings Attended 
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 NYSOFPC: Bob and I went to this class in Oriskany.  They talked about having 

a drone class that is instructional.  It takes you through the steps of getting 

your pilot’s license although it does not give you your pilot’s license.   

 Southern Tier Red Cross Meeting: Bob went to this meeting.  Red Cross is 

working on a fire detector program.  Red Cross has a program where they 

come into local communities and are looking for municipalities they can 

come into and deliver smoke detectors to people and install them.  They are 

looking at Candor and Newark Valley.  Looking for sites at this point.  

Legislator Standinger mentioned going to a food pantry.   

 

2. Grants 

 Optic cable is underway.  Bids are out and are starting to do field work.   

 Grant submitted and received confirmation that application was received. 

 

3. Other Activities 

 The Governor signed into law (effective April 2018) that we have to keep a 

registry of people who have special needs and who have home healthcare 

and/or hospice providers.   This has to be an active list.  Legislator Mullen 

mentioned with those who need home health/hospice care, there will be a 

constant turnover.   

There is going to be a lot of coordinating to be ready for the April 1 date. 

There is another list that is completely separate which they have to indicate 

they met with the county emergency managers and the plans are integrated 

with their plans and emergency management.  Deputy Director Williams: At 

the Vestal meeting last week, the state is requiring home care/hospice to 

register their lists with us.  They are required to interface with us and give them 

their plans.  Legislator Mullen asked if it will be real time.  Deputy Director 

Williams: There was talk but no resolution.  It will probably be between us and 

the individual providers.  If they’re in our database, it’ll be us that has to 

transfer that information to the other entity.  If they’re in another county, it’ll 

be up to the other county to send that information to us.  Legislator Weston 

asked about working with funeral directors.   

OEM Director Simmons:  We get lists from UHS of people who have oxygen 

concentrators but we never get a list to take anyone off.  Legislator Weston 

asked what kind of program or spreadsheet they have.  OEM Director 

Simmons stated he could ask.  NYSEG has a program that is similar for these 

people who have oxygen concentrators.  That is another list that is available 

to us.   

 

Resolutions: None. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 3:20pm.  
 

  

Respectfully Submitted, 
  

Arrah Richards 

Payroll Clerk/Typist 



 

 
- 5 - 

ATTACHMENTS: 
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REFERRED TO: PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

RESOLUTION NO. -17 RESOLUTION TO APPROVE A 

CONTRACT BETWEEN THE TIOGA 

CO. PROBATION DEPT. & THE 

FAMILY AND CHILDREN'S 

SOCIETY TO PROVIDE ADULT & 

JUVENILE SEXUAL OFFENDER 

TREATMENT SERVICES  

WHEREAS: The Legislature approved a contract between Tioga County 

Probation Department and The Family and Children's Society for the provision of 

adult and juvenile sex offender treatment in 2018; and 

WHEREAS: The Family and Children's Society contract with Tioga County 

Probation provides for a total of 21 sexual offender slots as follows: 16 adult 

assessment and treatment slots; 10 adult safety monitor education slots; 5 

juvenile offender assessment and treatment slots and 10 parent safety monitor 

education slots for a cost of $123,840 annually; now therefore be it  

RESOLVED: That the Probation Director is approved to contract in 2018 with 

The Family and Children's Society to provide adult sexual offender assessment 

and treatment, juvenile sexual offender assessment and treatment and 

educational sessions for adult supervisors and parent supervisors in the 

amount of $123,840 annually, upon approval of the County Attorney.  
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DATE:   December 4, 2017 

 

TO:  Sheriff Howard 

 

RE:  December (2017) Public Safety - Reference Notes 

 

Personnel Issues:  

 
1.  Civil Office 

 
a) All positions are filled.  

 
2. Corrections Division 

 
a) All full time positions are filled.             
 
b) Currently have (8) part time vacancies. 

 
3. Road Patrol 
 

a) Lieutenant Randy Kipling and Lieutenant Casey Rhodes will retire on December 21
st
.  

After filling these two positions, we will have (2) full time Deputy Sheriff vacancies.     
 
b) Currently have (2) “Unfunded” road patrol positions vacant.    

 
4. E911 Emergency Communications Center 

 
a) Currently have (1) full time vacancy.  Presently, there is no Civil Service List.   
  

Labor Issues:   
 

1. CSEA Negotiations continue. 
 

Litigation Issues: 
 

1. There are currently two civil litigations pending.    No status to report. 
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Budget:     
 

1. Expense accounts are on track.  Revenue is at $554,793 (60%).   
 
 

Current Projects: 
 

1. Backup E911 Building Project – The movement of our backup center from DPW to the 
radio tower site on Carmichael Hill is now targeted for the spring of next year.   

 
2. Average daily inmate population for the month of November was 87.  

 

Miscellaneous: 

 
 

1. Have (2) Resolutions:  Resolution#1 to replace our Freedom of Information Officer.  Lt. 

Rhodes will retire this month and Rich Hallett will be promoted to take his place.  

Resolution #2 - Transfer $15,000 from Contracting Services expense account in the Jail 

budget into Inmate Meals.  Unspent funds in the Contracting Services account were 

originally appropriated by contingency to account for Inmate Boarding fees arising from 

Operation Unwise.  Inmate Meals account will not sustain us through the remainder of 

the fiscal year. 

 

2. ATI worked 504-man hours during the month. Work included:  

   

 Raked leaves at Rural Ministry; Owego Draper Park; County Office Bldgs.; 

Owego Rest area. 

 Cleaned vehicles – D.S.S. 

 Bldg. cleaning at County Highway 
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REFERRED TO:     PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLUTION NO.      APPOINT FREEDOM OF 

       INFORMATION OFFICER 

 

WHEREAS:  The Tioga County Sheriff’s Office handles a significant number of 

Freedom of Information requests; and 

 

WHEREAS:  Lieutenant Casey Rhodes who was the designated Freedom of 

Information Officer for the Sheriff’s Office will soon retire from service; therefore 

be it  

 

RESOLVED:  That Lieutenant Rich Hallett of the Tioga County Sheriff’s Office be 

and hereby is appointed Freedom of Information Officer for Tioga County to 

handle the Freedom of Information requests received by the Tioga County 

Sheriff’s Office, effective December 22, 2017; and be it further  

 

RESOLVED:  That in the event the Freedom of Information Officer makes a 

personal request for information, said request shall be reviewed by the County 

Attorney. 
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REFERRED TO:  PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLUTION NO.  TRANSFER OF FUNDS WITHIN THE JAIL 

BUDGET 

 

WHEREAS:  Funding for inmate “Meals/Food” will soon be depleted; and 

 

WHEREAS:  Contingency funding previously requested and granted for 

Contracting Services within the Jail Budget remain unspent, and;  

 

WHEREAS:  It will be necessary to replenish the inmate “Meals/Food” account to 

finish the fiscal year, therefore be it  

 

RESOLVED:  That the following funds be transferred to re-appropriate the inmate 

“Meals/Food” account as follows: 

 

From:  A3150 540140         Contracting Services $ 15,000 

  

To:      A3150 540360 Meals/Food     $ 15,000 
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REFERRED TO:   PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

      

RESOLUTION NO.-17 HOME RELIEF REQUEST FOR AMENDMENT OF NEW 

YORK STATE CORRECTIONS LAW 500-C TO 

AUTHORIZE THE TIOGA COUNTY CORRECTIONAL 

FACILITY TO HOLD PERSONS UNDER ARREST FOR 

ARRAIGNMENT IN ANY COURT LOCATED IN TIOGA 

COUNTY 

SHERIFF’S OFFICE  

 

WHEREAS: Pursuant to New York Corrections Law § 500-C, The Tioga County 

Sherriff may not house persons arrested and detained prior to arraignment; and 

 

WHEREAS: The Tioga County Sherriff has adequate facilities and procedures to 

house said persons prior to arraignment; and 

 

WHEREAS: Detention of said persons prior to arraignment is in the best interest of 

promoting public safety and efficient use of law enforcement resources; and 

 

WHEREAS: Pursuant to Article IX of the Constitution of the State of New York, it is 

necessary for this Legislature to enact a Home Rule Request for the purposes of 

said legislation; therefore be it 

 

RESOLVED: That the Tioga County Legislature hereby urges our State Legislators, 

Senator Fred Akshar, and Assemblyman Christopher S. Friend to prepare a Home 

Rule Statute amending Section 500-c of the New York Corrections Law to 

include language stating that the Tioga County Correctional Facility may be 

used for the detention of persons prior to arraignment in any court located in 

Tioga County. 
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