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                                                                                                                                          LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

Health & Human Services
The regular meeting of the Health & Human Services Committee was held in the Legislative conference room, Tuesday, February 6, 2018 at 8:40 AM.
Present:   Mr. William Standinger

Chair of the Committee

    Mr. Tracy Monell


Legislator

    Mr. Dennis Mullen


Legislator

    Ms. Loretta Sullivan


Legislator

    Ms. Lori Morgan


Director of Community Services 
    Mr. Chris Korba


Director of Administrative Services - MH

    Mr. Shawn Yetter


Commissioner of Social Services 
    Ms. Lisa McCafferty


Director of Public Health 
    Mr. Denis McCann


Director of Administrative Services – PH

Guests:   Ms. Marte Sauerbrey


Chair of the Legislature 

MENTAL HYGIENE

1. Budget Status

· Mr. Chris Korba shared that for 2017 MH will have a return of $19,000 to local share.  There is $63,977 in fringe savings.  There may be more adjustments before 2017 is closed with the Treasurer’s office.  The 2018 budget is on target.  Ms. Lori Morgan stated that MH expects $250,000 from the VAP Grant in 2018.

2. Personnel

· Sarah Salisbury out on Leave.
· Amy Joyce returned to Records effective 1/16/18.

3. Critical Issues/Topics

· Ms. Morgan noted that she is on the panel tonight for Senator Akshar’s forum on opioids.
4.   Resolutions

· Calling on the Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services and the Governor of the State of New York to Provide State Funding to Support the Treatment and Transition Services to Individuals with Substance Use Disorders (SUD) Who are Incarcerated in County Jails.
· Authorize Mental Hygiene to Establish a Legal Agreement with New York State Department of Health.  Ms. Morgan would be the only person with access to the data.
· Appointing New Member to Community Services Board – Mr. John Holton from Veteran’s Services.

5.   Proclamations

· None.

Legislator Standinger asked for a motion to approve the January 9, 2018 HHS Committee minutes as written.  Motion made by Legislator Monell and Seconded by Legislator Mullen.  All were in favor.  Minutes were accepted as written.
PUBLIC HEALTH

Ms. Lisa McCafferty presented personnel, highlights and resolutions (Agency report was previously submitted to committee members electronically).

1.     Budget Status

·  

Mr. Denis McCann shared that he is still working with Rita Hollenbeck from the Treasurer’s office on 2017 budget adjustments, and is near completion.  Although additional adjustments may be made in the process, with revenue accruals to be posted, along with Fringe savings, PH will return local share for 2017.  There are no negative indicators so far in 2018.  The EI escrow account is “tracking well.”
2.       Personnel    

· No changes.
3. Program Comments

· Agency Report for January 2018 was provided to the Committee.  Hard copies of the 2017 Annual Report were distributed to Legislators at this meeting.
4. Resolutions

· Re-Appoint Member to the Tioga County Board of Health (Bill Standinger).
· Appropriation of Funds and Amend 2018 Budget.
· Appropriation of Funds and Amend 2018 Budget – Child Seat Grant.

· Abolish Positions – 2 part-time Nurse Practitioners.

· Accept Community Development Block Grant and Appropriation of Funds (Dental Van).

· Accept Appalachian Regional Commissioner Award and Appropriation of Funds (Dental Van).

5. Proclamations

· Heart Health Month.
There was discussion on Narcan training that was recently given for County employees.  Legislator Standinger noted that Emily Warfle has been doing a lot of informative community presentations.
SOCIAL SERVICES

Commissioner Yetter discussed caseloads, programmatic highlights, and personnel changes. (Reports were all sent to Committee members via email yesterday).


1.  Budget

· Commissioner Yetter explained that as a result of the Foster Care expenses being over budget all year, the local share at this point is $423,000 over.  This number could increase or decrease based on year end revenue changes.  The total cost of Foster Care placements has risen due to three high cost placements out of the schools and removals due to substance abuse issues.  Commissioner Yetter will get numbers of placements that are because of substance abuse in the family.  Legislative Chair Sauerbrey noted that the County may be able to use this data for the suit against opioid manufacturers.
2.  Caseloads 
· During January, Cash Assistance caseloads decreased 4 cases, with Family Assistance 
decreasing 7 cases and Safety Net increasing 3 cases.
· MA-Only decreased 9 cases.  
· MA-SSI increased 15 cases.  
· Total Individuals on Medicaid increased 18 to 3,669.  
· SNAP cases increased 28 cases.
· Day Care decreased 4 cases.  
· Services increased 3 cases.  
· See Caseload Summary.

3. Programmatic Highlights

· Youth Bureau Report – In packet.  Ms. Maureen Hawley, Youth Bureau Part-Time Director, resigned effective 1/30/18.  Due to reduced funding over the last several years, her hours were reduced to 8 hours per week.  The oversight of the Youth Bureau will now be under Natalie Thompson, Director of Employment and Transitional Supports.  This change will not reduce the funding going out to the community.  The local share could be reduced with this plan, increasing community allocations. 
· TEC Report – In packet.  Unemployment by county also included in packet.  Ms. Sheri McCall is gearing up for the Job Fair – 70 employers have signed up so far but she expects around 90 employers to be there.  Legislative Chair Sauerbrey noted that the Chamber, TEC and ED&P will be holding a Career Day at Owego Apalachin High School in March.

  4.  Personnel Changes

· Miranda Delaney was hired effective 1/22/18 as Office Specialist I.  She was a temporary HEAP employee.
· Maureen Hawley resigned effective 1/30/18 as Youth Bureau Director.
5.   Resolutions
· None.
  6.   Proclamations

· None.
ADJOURNED:  

Meeting was adjourned at 9:15 AM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gail V. Perdue
Executive Secretary, Social Services
