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                                                                                                                                          LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

Health & Human Services
The regular meeting of the Health & Human Services Committee was held in the Legislative conference room, Tuesday, October 9, 2018 at 8:35 AM.
Present:   Mr. William Standinger

Chair of the Committee

    Mr. Tracy Monell


Legislator

    Mr. Dennis Mullen


Legislator

    Ms. Loretta Sullivan


Legislator

    Ms. Lori Morgan


Director of Community Services 
    Mr. Chris Korba


Director of Administrative Services - MH

    Mr. Shawn Yetter


Commissioner of Social Services
    Mr. Gary Grant


Deputy Commissioner of Social Services

    Ms. Lisa McCafferty


Director of Public Health 
Guests:   Ms. Marte Sauerbrey


Chair of the Legislature 

MENTAL HYGIENE

1. Budget Status

· Mr. Chris Korba shared that Fee-for-Service revenue, which runs February – September and with nine months of expenses, the overall department is on track to have a return at the end of year.  The OMH and OASAS 4th Quarter Advances were front loaded.
2. Personnel

· Theresa Ciotoli, part-time clerical starts 10/16/18.
3. Critical Issues/Topics

· Boys & Girls Club – Social Worker plan is still on hold.
· Jail Funding – No funding has been received yet.  Ms. Morgan anticipates sending out the RFP this month.
4.   Resolutions

· Appropriation of Funds – Suicide Coalition.
· Authorize Grant Application and Appropriation of Funds and Amend 2018 Budget.

5.   Proclamations

· None.
SOCIAL SERVICES

Commissioner Yetter discussed caseloads, programmatic highlights, and personnel changes. 

1.  Budget

· Mr. Gary Grant noted that the Foster Care numbers have increased this past month due to several high cost placements.  The rest of the lines are tracking well with Safety Net running a little high.  He shared that he will be receiving SNAP funding ($38,000) to improve efficiencies and for outreach.  Mr. Grant will be discussing the equipment purchases with Doug Camin.  
2.  Caseloads 
· During August, Cash Assistance caseloads increased 3 cases, with Family Assistance 
decreasing 1 case and Safety Net increasing 4 cases.  
· MA-Only decreased 3 cases.  
· MA-SSI increased 5 cases.  
· Total Individuals on Medicaid increased 17 to 3,584.  

· SNAP decreased 46 cases.

· Day Care increased 4 cases.

· Services decreased 4 cases.  
· See Caseload Summary.

3. Programmatic Highlights

· Tioga Career Center Report – Hosted focused job fairs in August & September with one planned for October.
Commissioner Yetter explained the three contracts DSS has with Cornell Cooperative Extension:

a) Incredible Years – Preventive - Up to five years old ($54,000).

b) Independent Living – Transitioning out of Foster Care ($10,000) funded by State.

c) Reunification – Preventive – Increase opportunity to move kids out of Foster Care & back home.

Committee would like to see the budgeted amount and the number of families served for each contract, as well as any alternatives.
  4.  Personnel Changes

· Erin Shattuck, Sr. Caseworker, resigned effective 9/5/18.
· Thomas Lacey, Caseworker, resigned effective 9/7/18.
· Freedom Morehart, Caseworker, hired effective 9/17/18.
Commissioner Yetter shared that we have hired two more Caseworkers that started on 10/1/18. Children’s Services is now fully staffed.  

5.   Resolutions
· Appropriation of Funds.  Pass-thru money for A New Hope Center.
· Approve Funding – 2018 Youth Bureau Program – Added a program.

· Authorize Signing of Intermunicipal Agreement – Raise the Age secure specialized detention facility.
  6.   Proclamations

· None.
Legislator Standinger asked for a motion to approve the September 4, 2018 HHS Committee minutes as written.  Motion made by Legislator Monell and Seconded by Legislator Sullivan.  Motion Carried.

PUBLIC HEALTH

Ms. Lisa McCafferty presented personnel, highlights and resolutions.

1.     Budget Status

· 
   Ms. McCafferty reminded that the Preschool (Education of Handicapped Children) costs will exceed 2018 budget and require additional funds to meet costs by year-end, as has been reported.  Projected estimate is over $300,000 in expenses, with offsetting reimbursement at 60%.  Similarly, the Early Intervention Escrow account will also need additional funds (estimate $25,000).  Resolutions expected in November or December. PH is working with the Budget Officer on these.

2.      Personnel

·     Abigail Canzler, Office Specialist III, was hired effective 10/1/18.
3. Program Comments

· Agency Report for September 2018 was forwarded to the Committee.  
4. Resolutions

· Amend Budget and Transfer Funds - Mobile dental unit vacancy.  IT has been working on the software and hardware installation.
5. Proclamations

· Dental Hygiene Month.

ADJOURNED:  

Meeting was adjourned at 9:10 AM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gail V. Perdue
Executive Secretary, Social Services
