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ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES COMMITTEE — VETERANS AGENDA

April 4, 2023
1030 hours

e APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

@]

March 7, 2023

o FINANCIAL:

o

2023 Year-to-date Budget Report

e OLD BUSINESS:

O
o
@]

Women Veterans & Military Caregiver Recognition Luncheon
Coffee Mess with Onward Ops/ETS
Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day

e NEW BUSINESS:

@]

o
O
o

(0]

YTD statistics
April is Month of Military Child
Moved into new office space
New community partners for food insecurity needs: Owego Elks —
Veterans Services Committee & LH Employees Volunteer Group
Tioga County veterans Trust Fund
Qutreach for April
o Bowling for kids & families at Owego Bowl/Waverly Lanes (April 3-
7, 10-14)
o Family Movie & Fun Night at Nazarene Church - April 29
o ETS Sponsorship at Ft. Drum, April 10-12, will be taking Schuyler
County ETS Team member and recruiter from Willow Run Foods
o Coffee Mess at Waverly VFW with new VA Medical Foster Care
Program — April 21

e PERSONNEL

o N/A

e RESOLUTIONS

o D32 -2023 Budget Modification/Funds Transfer



TIOGA COUNTY, NEW YORK
Veterans' Service Agency

1062 State Route 38 PO Box B4 Owego, NY 13827
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e PROCLAMATIONS
o N/A

o EXECUTIVE SESSION
o N/A

o ADJOURMENT
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Administrative Services Commitiee - Veterans Minutes
March 7, 2023
Start Time: 1035 hours

ATTENDANCE:

o Legislators: Committee Chairman Mullen; Legislators: Standinger, Ciotol,
and Brown, Chairwoman Sauerbrey
o Staff: Suzanne Tyler

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
o Approval of February 7, 2023 minutes, Legislator Standinger made the

motion, and seconded by Legislator Brown to accept minutes as written.
Allin favor, motion carried.

FINANCIAL:
o 2023 Year-to-date budget report was reviewed

OLD BUSINESS:
o N/A

NEW BUSINESS:
o YTD agency statistics
o Mike afttended NYSAC Conference and taught 8-hour workshop on MHFA
for Adults to Legislators from across NYS
o EIS Sponsorship Program
o Mike was at Ff. Drum February 13-15th for ETS Sponsorship, met with
202 servicemembers and enrolled 27 in ETS
o Dwyer Program
o Women Veterans and Military Caregivers Appreciation Luncheon
was held on March 4th, well attended and honored 13 women
veterans and three caregivers
o Coffee Mess to be held at Belva Lockwood Inn on 3/17/23 with ETS
National Outreach Coordinator, Brian Roeder, presenting on being a
sponsor.
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o Welcome Home Vietham Veterans Day on March 29, Wreath
laying ceremony at TC Vietnam Memorial, recognition and keynote,
with lunch following.

PERSONNEL:
o N/A

RESOLUTIONS/PROCLAMATIONS:
o N/A

PROCLAMATIONS
o N/A

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
o N/A

ADJOURNMENT:
1042 hours
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Can a local government or school district create a new 501(c)(3) or

designate an existing 501(c)(3) to receive contributions that qualify for
tax credits?

No. The governing boards of counties, cities (including New York City), towns
villages, and school districts are authorized to establish a charitable gifts
reserve fund to receive unrestricted charitable monetary contributions. This
authority is granted in section 6-t of the General Municipal Law (counties and
New York City), section 6-u of the General Municipal Law (all other cities,
towns, and villages), and subdivision 44 of section 1604, subdivision 12-b of
section 1709, and subdivision 54 of section 2590-h of the Education Law
(school districts).

This is a fund of the government itself, and the monies in this fund are to be
deposited and secured like other local government or school district funds.
pursuant to section 10 of the General Municipal Law (see Guidance at page
3). Therefore, contributions received by this public governmental fund need to
be received by the local government or school district itself, not a newly
created or designated 501(c)(3).

Fund Administration

Who will administer the local charitable funds and can administration be
delegated?

The governing board of the local government or school district must designate a local
official, such as the Chief Fiscal Officer or Finance Director, to serve as the fund’s

administrator. The Administrator is authorized to appoint agents to act on the
Administrator’s behalf for purposes of administering the charitable fund.

Can contributions be made in the form of real property?

No. Contributions must be monetary.

Can contributors direct that their contributions be used for specific purposes?



No. Contributions must be unrestricted for use by school districts and local
governments for public educational and charitable purposes, respectively.

How should local governments and school districts account for the charitable gift
reserve funds on their books?

The Office of the State Comptroller will establish appropriate account codes



Veterans Trust Fund Policy

L Purpose

The Tioga County Veterans’ Service Agency (TCVSA) maintains a Veterans Trust Fund
consisting of donations made to the TCVSA by private individuals, organizations and fund
raising events. The TCVSA has a goal of using these funds to help veterans and their families
with emergency financial needs and for educational outreach efforts which benefit the larger
veteran population of Tioga County.

II. General

A. The objectives of the Veterans Trust Fund:

1. To provide immediate monetary assistance to eligible veterans and their
family members who are in financial crisis. The Director of the TCVSA shall
request approval from the Administrative Services Committee of the Tioga
County Legislature for relief exceeding $500. In addition to the emergency
assistance, the applicants will be referred to appropriate outside resources for
long term support and services.

2. To assist the TCVSA in conducting outreach to all veterans within the County
through individual events. Disbursements for this objective exceeding $500.00
shall require the approval of the Administrative Services Committee.

B. This Veterans Trust Fund will allow TCVSA to fulfill its mission of “Serving those
who have served for us”.

III.  Policy

A. All applicants for assistance from the Veterans Trust Fund shall complete a vetting
form with supporting documentation. Applicants must appear for an in-person
interview with TCVSA. Applicants will be referred to outside sources for assistance
where applicable.

B. Eligible expenses for which assistance may be requested include, but are not limited

to:
1. Food
2. Clothing
3. Emergency housing
4. Rent
5. Fuel (vehicles/homes)
6. Utilities (termination/shut-off notices)



IV.

7. Other expenses that may be required to maintain safety and shelter

. Items not eligible for emergency assistance include, but are not limited to the

following:

1. Commercial or business venture

2. Non-essential goods, services or travel

3. Expenses otherwise available to the applicants through a federal, state or local

program and/or benefit

If an applicant’s request for emergency financial assistance is approved, all payments
shall be made directly to the third parties on behalf of the applicants. If the approval
involves assistance for items such as food. gas, clothing. and other items of a similar
nature, the TCSVA shall acquire the monies from the Veterans Trust Fund and
purchase gift cards for the applicants. No applicants shall ever receive direct payment
either by check or cash for their approved emergency assistance.

. Final decision on applications for emergency assistance or use in supporting outreach

events shall be at the sole discretion of the Director of TCVSA.

Eligibility

Eligible recipients for assistance include the following:

1. Veterans: Any veteran who was discharged from active duty, guard or reserve
under other than dishonorable conditions, and active-duty military, guard and
reserve members.

2. Current spouses of a veteran, or active duty, guard and reserve members who
meets the criteria as a veteran as previously defined.

3. Un-remarried spouses of a deceased veteran who meets the definition as
previously defined.

4. Only residents of Tioga County who meet the qualifications previously stated
herein are eligible to apply for assistance from the Veterans Trust Fund.

Eligible recipients may only be granted assistance once in a 12-month period from
date of original approval. Exceptions may be made on a case-by-case basis, but will
only be granted in extreme emergencies upon approval by both the Director of the
TCVSA and the Tioga County Legislature’s Administrative Services Committee.

Payment Procedures

To receive any payment from the Veterans Trust Fund, all applicants must complete
and sign the vetting form, appear for an in-person interview at the TCVSA and
provide all necessary documentation to prove their need.

Upon approval of the emergency assistance, the Director of TCVSA will submit a
voucher to the Tioga County Treasurer’s Office for payment. The payee, whether it
be a third party or the TCVSA, will be listed on the voucher as well as all other



Tioga County Veterans’ Service Agency
Veterans Trust Fund — Vetting Form

Applicants Name:

Address:

City/Town: State: Zip:

Home Phone: Cell Phone:

DOB: Male:__ Female:__ Veteran:__ Spouse:__ Widowed:

Employment status: Full-time:__ Part-time: Unemployed:_ Hours work per week:

Monthly Household Income (from all sources):

Total Monthly Expenses:

Please explain what type of assistance you are requesting and why:

Once you have completed this vetting from, please return it to TCVSA along with a clear
copy of your DD 214 (Member 4 copy) showing your type of discharge, or copy of Military
ID for active duty and any statements or bills related to the emergency request you are
making for assistance.

Declaration of Understanding:

Anyone who knowingly makes a false or misleading statement on this form, or in
any other way violates the policy of the Veterans Trust Fund is subject to being
permanently barred from further applying for assistance.

| declare that the information provide regarding this request for assistance, is true
and complete to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Signature: Date:

CAUTION: THIS FORM CONTAINS SENSITIVE HIPAA DATA. DESTROY BY SHREDDING



REFERRED TO: ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES COMMITTEE
FINANCE/LEGAL COMMITTEE

RESOLUTION NO. -23 TRANSFER OF FUNDS
2023 BUDGET MODIFICATION
VETERANS' SERVICE AGENCY

WHEREAS: The Tioga County Veteran Services' Agency (TCVSA) will be
purchasing additional equipment and technology for our new office needs: and

WHEREAS: The TCVSA shall be utilizing funds as allowed by ARPA program
guidelines to pay for the necessary equipment and technology; and

WHEREAS: Amending of Budget and Transfer of Funds requires Legislative
approval; therefore be it

RESOLVED: That TCVSA budget be modified, and the following sums be
fransferred within the 2023 TCVSA budget to cover the costs of furniture,
equipment and technology needs:

From: A6510 540640 M7674 ARPA Supplies (Not Office) $ 1,400.00
To:  A6510 520130 M7674 ARPA Equipment (Not Car) $ 1,000.00

To:  A6510 520621 M7674 ARPA Computer Equipment $ 400.00



